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New Hope-Solebury Middle School
Parent Teacher Group (PTG) General Meeting

DRAFT MINUTES
Thursday, October 13, 2016

Middle School Faculty Lounge
CALL to ORDER
President, Donna Zalewski called the meeting to order at 10:05 am. 

IN ATTENDANCE
PTG Board Members: Donna Zalewski, President

Jennifer Primavera, Vice President
Kathy Feehan, Treasurer
Amy Hoffman, Secretary
Beth Houlton, 6th Grade Representative

Staff: Dr. Chris Cortellessa, Principal

Parent Members: Nichole Gomolinski
Guests: NHSCares Staff: Andrea de la Flor, Dori Dugan, Joanne Reszka, 

I. NHS Cares
Staff of NHSCares stopped by to introduce the new Project Director, Andrea de la Flor 
to the PTG members.  They invited everyone to attend their Meet and Greet tonight at 
7:00 p.m. in the High School Library.  

II. Approval of September Meeting Minutes
Members reviewed and approved the minutes of the September 8, 2016 meeting. 

III. Communications
The PTG will post a draft version of minutes on the website immediately after each 
meeting so that information, especially dates, are fresh to parents.

For future meetings, a reminder email will be sent the Monday immediately before the 
Thursday PTG meeting to promote increased attendance.

IV. Magazine Drive Update
The Magazine Sales Drive was successful, with approximately $4,500 in profits to return 
to the PTG.  16 students qualified for the limousine lunch, and over 50 will attend the 
special performance on November 8, 2016.
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V. Principal’s Report
A. Construction Update
The temporary walkway between the MS and HS is complete.  Dr. Cortellessa 
implemented a staggered dismissal from the cafeteria to homerooms to limit the 
numbers of students in the walkway during the morning rush.  She reported that this 
morning was very orderly, and she plans to use a similar staggered use of the walkway 
for lunch.

Initial plans for the construction of the MS Office include removal of a tree.  This work 
represents the next phase of construction.

B. Professional Development
The staff underwent two strong days of professional development earlier this week.  Dr. 
Cortellessa reported that her focus is on the fundamentals of teaching and learning.  

C. School Wide Positive Supports Group Activities 
Several activities are planned to promote positive behavior among the students:

1. Halloween Candy Give-Back during Advisory Periods will run 11/1-11/4.  The 
class that donates the most candy will receive a reward.  The candy will be 
shipped to U.S. troops overseas.  

2. A Day of Giving is planned for 12/22.  All students will be involved in various  
service projects during the school day, which MAY include:

 6th Grade – Project Linus (blankets), breakfast bags and hygiene bags 
for Trenton Area Soup Kitchen (TASK).

 7th Grade – TASK items and Caps for Kids.
 8th Grade – Will likely be offsite to for their service project.

Letters have been sent to organizations to solicit donations (breakfast bag 
and hygiene bag items), but if anyone is connected with an organization and 
can help secure donations, please contact Dr. Cortellessa.

D. Spring Activities 
Looking ahead to the spring, the staff is working on recognition of Honor Roll students 
as well as implementing a New Hope Connection Series, where NHSD alumni will 
return to talk to the students.

VI. Next Meeting
The next PTG meeting will be a joint November/December meeting on Thursday, 
December 1, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.

The meeting adjourned at 10:40 am.
Respectfully submitted by Amy Hoffman, Secretary


