NEW HOPE-SOLEBURY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Engaging, Enriching, and Empowering All Students
through a World-Class Education
May 18, 2018
Dear NHSSD Community Members,
As I drove to work this morning, I made a mental note to create a listserv to alert parents that Netflix has
released the second season of Thirteen Reasons Why. You may remember that some time ago we shared
information about the first season of this show because of the content, namely suicide. As we know, suicide
is a heavy topic, and often the media does not convey its gravity, nor do children and teens understand its
seriousness. Below is a list of tips for parents for talking about this important topic.
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This morning also brought the news of a school shooting in Texas. As we wrap our heads around yet
another tragedy, we felt that it was important to share (again) what we are doing in New Hope-Solebury to
ensure the safety and well-being of our students and staff.
We continue to utilize our staff, namely our counselors and social workers—along with our
teachers—to identify students who are in crisis or at risk for negative/harmful behaviors.
We have conducted building-level and classroom-level safety audits looking for areas of potential
vulnerabilities and have rectified issues that could have compromised safety. Our current safety
protocols, which comprise our All Hazards Plan, have been developed in conjunction with local
authorities and staff. These internal documents dictate procedures to follow in the event of
emergencies.
We have strengthened our working relationship with local authorities.
All entrances to our buildings are secure, and all exterior doors are locked across all buildings.
Drill such as lockdowns, fire and weather practice scenarios are conducted routinely according to
state guidelines.
All staff members had training in ALICE in February 2018, and we have another more complex level
of training scheduled for the end of the school year.
We held two informational sessions on ALICE for parents and community members to attend.
We have engaged in table-top exercises with local responders to practice and refine protocols for
dealing with emergencies.
We continue to meet with our Safe Schools Committee to focus on strengthening safety protocols
used in the District.
We continue to add security cameras across our District.
Background clearances are required for all District employees and volunteers.
We have said it before, but it is worth repeating: The safety and security of our students and staff
continue to be of utmost importance to us. Please be assured that we have worked—and will continue to
work—to maintain safe environments across all of our buildings. Should you have any questions, please
feel free to reach out to one of our building principals at the numbers listed below. You can also reach out
to Chuck Malone, Director of Education, or to me at (215) 862-5372.

Mr. Steve Seier, HS Principal
Phone: (215) 862-2028

Mr. Brian Loving, MS Principal
Phone: (215) 862-0608

Dr. Mike McKenna, UES Principal
Phone: (215) 862-8026

Ms. Jenn Frantz, LES Principal
Phone: (215) 297-5438

My best,

Steven M. Yanni, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
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