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Superintendent’s Message
NHSSD Community,

Happy New Year! We bring you our
winter newsletter to provide highlights
of the good work being done across
the District to engage, enrich, and
empower all of our students. With our
students as the focus of everything we
do, we have committed ourselves to
the implementation of best instructional
and service delivery processes to
ensure that we meet the needs of every
individual student. As we have stated
before, our goal is to help our students
realize their personal successes not
only in school but beyond our K-12
walls as well.

information we have at the time. As
always, we will communicate with all
of you as quickly as possible when we
need to make adjustments to the
school day.

It seems like we just welcomed
everyone back to the 2016-2017 school
year, and now—all of a sudden—the
mid-year point of the school year is
upon us. To date we have been lucky
in terms of weather, and we hope that
the rest of the winter is as calm as it
has been. Should we need to close
school due to inclement weather, we
will make up days in this order: April
17th, June 12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th.
Please mark your calendars!
The
decision to close—or to delay—school
is always made with the best interest of
our students in mind and with the best

I continue to be proud of our
students and staff for achieving great
things by working together! We all
represent a community that is
committed to engaging, enriching, and
empowering all students through a
world-class education. If I can ever
be of assistance to you, please feel
free to reach out to me at (215) 8625372 or via e-mail at
syanni@nhsd.org.

We encourage all parents, guardians,
and families to maintain open
communication with your child’s
school. The mid-point of the year is
always a good time to help your child
set goals for the remainder of the
school year.
Administrators,
teachers, and parents/guardians are all
important members of the team to
help support our students.

Sincerely,
Steven M. Yanni, Ed.D.
Superintendent
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New Hope-Solebury Lower Elementary School
3020 N. Sugan Road, Solebury, PA 18963 - (215) 297-5438

Lower Elementary School—Mr. Kenneth M. Silver, Principal
“A

Special Place To Learn and Grow”

Our Lower Elementary School has had a productive and
energized school year thus far. While our emphasis is always on developing literacy and math skills, we also continue to provide meaningful educational and entertaining programs to enrich the learning process. Our goal is to have
every child reach their highest potential.
 Our character education program, which promotes
trust, respect, responsibility, and excellence, is evident
in all facets of our programming.
 Our November Turkey Trot raised over $1,000.00
for the Make-a-Wish Foundation.

 The LES is proud to announce it has established a LES
Mini-Makerspace in our school library. This Makerspace has been funded by the generosity of our
Home & School Association. Our Mini-Makerspace
builds on the national makerspace movement which
provides physical outlets for creative thinking, tinkering,
innovating, and creating. The goal of this endeavor is
for students to experience becoming an inventor and
part of a team that creates something in the Makerspace in the K-2 Library. This spring, students in second grade will explore materials, and we hope to follow
with first grade and kindergarten soon thereafter.

 Our grant from the Delaware Valley Music Club
provided an amazing concert and educational program
for our students. Artists in Residence will conduct
classes for our students this spring.
 Jump Rope for Heart and our Annual Martin Luther King Service Project exemplify acts of charitable giving and volunteerism.
 Our Professional Learning Communities (PLCs)
collaborate as grade level and departmental teams to
plan highly engaging and effective
instructional opportunities for each
student. For example, our first
grade classes established pen pals
and relationships with first grade
students in Alabama, leading to sharing ideas as well as
creating friendships through writing opportunities.

 Our School-Wide Positive
Behavior Supports (SWPBS)
program develops activities and
incentives that promote a culture
and climate of mutual respect,
cooperation and positivity among
students, parents, and community.
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New Hope-Solebury Upper Elementary School
186 West Bridge Street, New Hope, PA 18938 - (215) 862-8026

Upper Elementary School—Dr. Michael R. McKenna, Principal
“Together We Learn to Care
and Care to Learn”
At the Upper Elementary School we continue to move forward with a variety of initiatives, while staying true to our
mission of providing “High-Quality Instruction in Every
Classroom Every Day for Every Child.”

our orchestra, band, and chorus performed in our annual
Winter Concert.
 Students have participated in a variety of extracurricular
activities, including Reading Olympics, Girls on the
Run, and Science Explorers.

 The UES continues to focus on 21st Century Learning
and the “4 C’s” - Collaboration, Critical Thinking,
Communication, and Creativity.
 Our Makerspace is starting to take shape as all students have been introduced to the idea of a Makerspace
and have visited the space during LIT Specialist
time. Starting the week of January 9th, fifth grade students began visiting the Makerspace during recess
times. As the month moves on, students in grades 3
and 4 will also be visiting the space during recess. With
the assistance of the HSA, we have been able to purchase multiple items for the Makerspace, including 3-D
printers, LEGO robotics, and Little Bits.

 This school year, we began a new
initiative to build a school-wide reading community while also focusing on character education. Each
book selected for the
was
thoughtfully chosen for its qualities that promote an understanding of our school’s unique needs, reflective of
values, qualities, and themes that are important and integral to the UES learning community and which advance
our shared vision of creating a school-wide culture of
literacy. Below are the books we have used to start the
school year:

 Our 1:1 Initiative continues in all grade levels with a
focus on Google Applications.
 Students have participated in a variety of activities and
events thus far this school year, including rollerblading, bike riding, creating self portraits, and working with pottery, sight reading music, and coding. In December, third graders performed their annual Patriotic Performance and over 150 students in

 Thank you to the HSA for their collaboration and efforts in supporting our initiatives at the UES!
We are looking forward to an amazing second half of the
school year as we continue to build a culture of collaboration, innovation, and inspiration for our students.

New Hope-Solebury School District
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New Hope-Solebury Middle School
184 West Bridge Street
New Hope, PA 18938
(215) 862-0608

Middle School—Dr. Christina M. Cortellessa, Principal
“What is the quality of your intention?”
- Thurgood Marschall
The first half of the 2016-2017 school year has been exciting
and inspiring!! As has been our “intention,” we have established rigorous opportunities, both inside and outside of
the classroom. Through our student-centered model, we
strive to provide a balance of enhancing emotional wellbeing, promoting academic achievement, and supporting the
development of “self”. With this, we have set priorities on
improving instructional practice and adhering to
middle level philosophy.
Academics alone, however, do not make an effective middle
school. Middle level practices suggest that school culture
plays an important role in the development of our adolescents. We have a number of extra-curricular clubs and
events that enhance our culture. Operating under our
theme of Respect, Responsibilities, and Relationships, we
continue to provide various opportunities for students to
get involved in school and recognize their role as a valued
member of our middle school community.
 We have a strong and dynamic Student Council.
This year they have participated in the Cancer glo –
dance, raising $900.00 for Susan G. Koman Foundation, the Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive, participated in Back to School Night, and played a significant role in our Day of Giving service projects. In
early February, the Student Council leadership will be
participating in the Lead-On Conference, bringing
back various ideas for spring and future events. Finally,
our Student Council will be participating in the annual
St. Baldricks Event held in mid-spring.
 We are also fortunate to have a very active Spirit Cub
A winter spirit week was held, where they orches-

trated holiday music between classes, pajama day, “wear black to
give back” on our Day of Giving
service day, as well as to organize
various “special days” throughout
the school year.
 Our students are active in
various athletic and academic
teams, including Odyssey of the
Mind and our newly instituted STEM activities and
“challenge” days.
 All of our students and staff worked on our fourth annual Day of Giving. During this day, students and staff
collaborate on a common goal, gain insights into the
meaning of “community”, get hands on experience for
“giving back”, and it’s also fun!!! This year we made
blankets for Project Linus, food bags for Bucks
County Housing Authority, hygiene and lunch bags
for Trenton Soup Kitchen, and Jared Boxes for
kids at CHOP and Saint Christophers. Our 8th
graders performed service projects at the following
locations: Philabundance, Lambertville Community Kitchen, Manna
on Main, Bucks County Head Start, Hunterdon County “Y”,
Briar Leaf, and Samuel Everitt School.
We are very proud of our
students and staff, who are extremely involved in creating a
vibrant school culture, every day. Our NH-S middle school
community is strong, and we look forward to our continued
partnership with our parents and larger community for the
growth and well-being of every child.
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High School—Mr. Stephen J. Seier, Principal
New Hope-Solebury High School has had an incredible start
to the school year. As the Revitalization Project moves
forward, the students and staff are focused and maintaining a
sense of normalcy in the pursuit of exceptional learning experiences. The musical concerts and theatrical performances have showcased incredible talent, while the fall and winter sports teams have experienced a tremendous amount of
success.
Eleven of our seniors were identified for their outstanding
scholarship and performance on the PSAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test, taken during their junior year.
The National Merit Scholarship Program, which sponsors the program, recognizes students in the top 5% of the
1.6 million students that took the exam nationwide. Commended students (top 5%) included Matthew Firth, Victoria
Kalinovich, Anthony Lagana, Shaelyn Parker, Evan Patrohay,
Jake Perkins, Hannah Reszka, Joshua Searle, Katherine
Steele, and Marc Verwiel.

Eric Luo was named as a semifinalist (top 1%) and now has the
opportunity to compete for scholarship awards totaling $33 million.

Every October, the Pennsylvania Department of Education
compiles various performance data on public schools and
releases the information in a SPP (School Performance

Profile) score.
For 2015-2016
school year, the high school earned a
score of 93.6. This was an increase
over the previous school year and
third highest for all Bucks County high
schools. It showed high achievement
of our students in all three of the Keystones testing areas—Algebra I, Biology, & Literature. We
also achieved the highest scores possible for growth in Algebra I and Biology, along with closing the achievement gap for
all of our students. While the SPP does not represent a
total composite of what makes a school great, it is another
indicator of the high standards of New Hope-Solebury High
School and how well our students respond to high expectations.
Course selection for the 2017-2018 school year is
about to get underway in February. Several courses
will be available in the Science, Information Technology, and
Industrial Technology Departments. AP Environmental Science will be offered to 10th through 12th grade students for
the first time. Robotic Engineering and Design will allow
students a hands-on experience to brainstorm and problemsolve as they design, plan, and construct a model Mars Rover. The Buddy Tech class builds upon the Buddy PE class
which debuted this past school year. Interested students
will partner with students from our Intensive Learning Support (ILS) classroom to design and produce products utilizing a Graphic Arts platform. In addition, the Business Department courses have been retooled and expanded to attract a wider audience of students. For more information
on all of the courses offered at the High School, please
check the website in February for the 2017-2018 Course
Selection Guide. Parent night for course selection has
been set for February 1.

Page 6

New Hope-Solebury School District

Office of Education—Mr. Charles M. Malone, Director of Elementary and
Secondary Education
As we approach the completion of our first semester for the 2016-2017 school year, we can report many exciting accomplishments to date! In keeping with our Comprehensive Plan objectives, we began the year with a focus on Curriculum
Review, K-12 Literacy, Data Driven Instruction, and Technology Integration.
All of our K-12 staff has been engaged in some capacity in Curriculum Review. The Curriculum
Review Cycle is a formal process where 2-3 content areas are the focus for an audit looking for alignment and other opportunities to improve our content and practice for teaching and learning. Our
Social Studies and Technology Education departments are currently in the writing and review
stage. We have met monthly as a group to map our K-12 curricula, identify areas of refinement, and
formally record changes in our new curriculum warehouse - Curriculum Connector. Our other departments have
been engaged in the review process during monthly department meetings and during professional development days. By
2020, we will have audited all of our NHSSD curricula and will continue to do so for years to come!
We are extremely pleased to witness the great work our teachers and students are doing in the area
of Literacy. While not a new focus, we have expanded our teaching skills by further incorporating
Penn Literacy Network (PLN) practices, Collins Writing, Literacy by Design, Becoming a
Writer, and Daily 5 among other researched-based and sound instructional work. In fact, Penn Literacy guru, Joe Ginotti, has worked with our Curriculum Review teams two days this fall in an effort to
embed literacy practices in our curricular approach while we map and refine curriculum.
An important initiative that has been a major focus for our Professional Development is in the area of Technology Integration led by our talented K-12 Cyber Education & Technology Specialist, Amanda Benolken. With the STEM, or
STEAM, movement so prevalent these days, our dynamic teaching staff has taken to new advances quite well. In fact, in all
of our buildings across the district, we have a variety of STEAM offerings for our students. The Makerspace movement
has taken a strong hold in our elementary schools and middle school.
Makerspaces combine manufacturing equipment, community, and education for
the purposes of enabling teachers and learners to design, prototype, and create
manufactured works that wouldn’t be possible to create with the resources available to individuals working alone. NHSSD has a Mini-Makerspace and a Makerspace in the elementary schools hosted by our creative librarians, Mrs. Rader
and Mrs. Loving. In the middle school, Mr. Smith, Librarian extraordinaire, has
created Tinker Academy for middle level learners to do just that - tinker and
create! This all culminates in, and prepares the way for, our extremely talented
high school students and teachers. In just one short year, the Instructional Technology program offerings at the High School have tripled in enrollment! Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Balmer, and Mr. Preiss continue to revamp their programs to suit the needs of an ever-changing world. Look to more engineering and robotics offerings coming to NHSSD, as partnerships are forming across disciplines as the merits of the maker movement with its
emphasis on problem solving and team building are the skills needed to be successful in our global world!
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Special Education—Mrs. Alyssa R. Marton, Director of Special Education
It has been a great first half of the 2016-2017 school year. We have been working closely
with Athletes Helping Athletes to honor our students with special needs. Our students
will be recognized at upcoming boys and girls varsity basketball games. As we move into the
warmer weather, we will also be extending the opportunities into the spring sports.
Our parent training sessions have been well attended! Presenters from
Network of Victims Assistance (NOVA), Lenape Valley Foundation
(LVF), The Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR), and ABA Connect have all provided meaningful resources for our families. We are looking forward to providing
additional trainings as we continue throughout the school year.
The Special Education Department has been working collaboratively K-12 to align programming
and instruction for all students. This has allowed us to strengthen our practices to ease transitions and create better
communication from one level to another.
As the first semester comes to a close, we will be welcoming back Mrs. Andrea Korn at the High School and Mrs. Lindsay
Brown-Carraccio at the Middle School. A special thank you to Mrs. Nelianne Genner and Ms. Beth Fofrich who taught our
students in their absence.
Most importantly, we continue to celebrate student progress on a daily basis. It has been a pleasure to be able to
share with parents/guardians the outstanding academic, social, and emotional growth of the students we serve.

Technology Office—Mr. Scott F. Radaszkiewicz, Director of Information Technology
The New Hope-Solebury School District continues to move forward with the integration of
technology in the classroom. Teachers are creating interactive content using cloud-based
services that provide a media rich and meaningful experience for our students. We are encouraging collaboration through group-based websites. Students are sharing documents,
comments, presentations, and so much more. We are exploring additional use of cloudbased resources to enable our students to collaborate and learn. We are continuing to work
to ensure that technology is seen not as another initiative but as integral to curriculum.
As we begin 2017, we are approaching the end of our 3rd year of the 1:1 program in the
district. The High School 1:1 device was a Windows-based machine provided by Hewlett Packard. The Middle School had
an Asus Chromebook. June of 2017 will be the end of the life cycle for the devices in the High School and the Middle
School. We are excited to work with staff and students to evaluate where we are with this technology and work to move
our district forward with the continuance of the 1:1 program.

Other District News
Athletics Department—Mr. Ernest Rehr,
Assistant Principal/Director of Athletics

Congratulations to our student athletes on a great
season!
The Athletic Department is celebrating a
tremendous fall season and beginning of the winter season.
Along with several individual records and accomplishments,
every team sport that participated in the fall made the
District and/or Regional playoffs. The volleyball and
football teams each captured the illusive BAL title. The
difficult task of reaching the PIAA state playoffs was
accomplished by the field hockey, girls soccer, and volleyball
teams. In the early stages of the winter season all teams
seem to be continuing what was started in the fall. New
Hope-Solebury HS made a clean sweep in the Over the
River Challenge Basketball Tournament winning on
the girls and boys bracket. The track team and wrestling
team have fared very well in their respective tournaments
and contests.
All coaches and players should be
congratulated for a job well done.
The advantages of competing in interscholastic athletics
come with responsibilities.
It is important that all
participants understand their role in and out of the
classroom. The Athletic Department has created a
policy manual that can be accessed on the web. This
manual highlights the expectations of our student athletes
and keeps within the guidelines of the PIAA. Please take a
moment to brush up on the policies necessary to run the
best athletic program possible.

Operations Department—Mr. David M.
Hansel, Director of Operations
The High and Middle School Revitalization Project
continues to be the major focus for the Operations
Department. The contractors began work this fall on the
Middle School Auxiliary Gym addition, the Middle
School Office addition and the new Main Entrance to
the High School and Fitness Center.

MS Auxiliary Gym

MS Office Building

HS New Main Entrance

Phase 1 of the project, which is expected to be completed by
April 15, 2017, is on schedule. By August of 2017, the Middle
School and High School office additions plus the Fitness
Center will be completed.
Phase 2 will start in April 2017 and will finish up in December
2017. This phase concentrates on renovating the High School
library, offices, classrooms, gymnasium, and cafeterias plus
upgrades to the infrastructure and utility systems.

MISSION STATEMENT
The New Hope-Solebury School District takes pride in its commitment to
excellence. We strive to inspire and empower our students to become
passionate, confident, life-long learners, with the skills and strength of
character to contribute to a diverse and ever-changing world.

