
NEW HOPE-SOLEBURY HIGH SCHOOL 
Summer Reading 2017 

AP English Language and Composition 
 
Welcome to AP English Language and Composition!  
 
This is a college-level course designed to help you become sophisticated readers and writers in 
preparation for rigorous and challenging college curricula. The skills you will acquire this year 
will serve you well not only in your college endeavors, but also in your personal and professional 
lives.  In preparation for the coursework this year, you must complete the summer reading and 
writing assignments. The assignments will help you to 

● gain more exposure to a variety of complex texts, which will help you improve as a 
reader and writer; 

● learn about life and develop more empathy towards other people’s experiences;  
● use texts as models for developing and enhancing your own craft;  
● feel more prepared for the corresponding writing assignments and class discussions; and 
● introduce yourself to me through your writing and demonstrate your current skill level.  

 
READING  
There are TWO full texts you must obtain, read, and annotate this summer: 

1. Memoir:   On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft  by Stephen King 
2. Autobiography:  Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave 

 
There are TWO short essays you must print, read, and annotate this summer:  

1. “Why I Write” by George Orwell 
2. “Why I Write” by Joan Didion 

 
I strongly suggest you purchase the two full-length texts and print the two essays, so you can 
annotate them as you read. However, if you must borrow a text and/or cannot print the essays, 
you can use post-it notes to mark-up the texts or take careful notes as you read. Regardless, you 
must demonstrate that you have read the texts, so in addition to completing the corresponding 
assignments, I ask you to bring your annotated books and/or notes to class on the first day of 
class.  
 
WRITING  
There are writing assignments related to the reading that you must complete: 

1. “Why I …” Essay for juniors OR College App Essay for seniors (recorded in 1st mp) 
2. Stephen King Assignment (recorded in 2nd mp) 
3. Frederick Douglass reading journal (recorded in 3rd mp) 
  

  



Special Notes:  
 
1. You will submit these assignments in Canvas. You will be added to the AP Lang class in 

Canvas early in the summer, once our conversion to that platform is complete. More 
information about Canvas is forthcoming. Please check your student email accounts 
frequently. 

 
2. Format all work with default fonts (Calibri/Times New Roman) and double space. Include an 

MLA heading and a title that indicates the assignment. Include headings for sections in 
assignments as indicated in the directions.  

 
3. This is an INDIVIDUAL assignment. You may NOT collaborate with others. The work you 

submit must be your own. Plagiarized work will result in a recorded ZERO. You will be 
penalized for sharing your work with other students. Any instance of plagiarism will also 
result in a discipline referral and may affect various opportunities and honors in your 
academic career.  

 
4. My expectations are that you complete the assignments according to the instructions and that 

you revise and edit your work prior to submission. Your work should reflect your ability to 
form critical insights and present original ideas in a clear and thorough response.  

 
5. Although these are summer assignments, each assignment will be recorded as the first 50-

point assessment in the first three marking periods as indicated in the list on page 1.  
 

6. Assignment 4, Your “Why I …” Essay or College App Essay is due on August 3. I need 
extra time to review these essays and provide feedback. The remaining assignments are 
due by August 29. However, if you submit the remaining assignments by August 10, you will 
earn 1 extra credit point on each assignment submitted early. If you submit work after August 
10, it will not receive the extra point.  

 
7. This is the holistic grading rubric for the assignments based on the AP nine-point scale, 

converted to 50 points: 
 

Higher Range 8-9: effective; thorough; exceptional; exceeds expectations: 48-50 
 
Middle Range 5-6-7: adequate; sufficient; generally clear; meets expectations: 40-47 
 
Lower Range 0-4: inadequate; insufficient; lacking; below expectations: below 40 

  



Assignment 1:  Juniors—“Why I…” Essay;   Seniors---College App Essay  
DUE AUGUST 3 
 

Why I … 
From a very early age, perhaps the age of five or six, I knew that when I grew up I should 
be a writer. Between the ages of about seventeen and twenty-four I tried to abandon this 
idea, but I did so with the consciousness that I was outraging my true nature and that 
sooner or later I should have to settle down and write books. (“Why I Write,” The Orwell 
Reader 390) 

 
While most of us aren’t lucky enough to be sure of our true callings when we’re five years old, we do 
tend to define ourselves according to our vocations – the work, activity, sport, art that we keep coming 
back to. For your next assignment, I’d like you to produce your own version of “Why I Write.” Choose 
something you do – something that defines you – and write about your history with it, your motivations 
for doing it, and the problems (if any) that come from following your “true nature.” For instance, some 
previous topics students have explored include: Why I Act, Why I Play Soccer, Why I Eat Chipotle, etc.  
 
In general, please use Orwell’s essay or Didion’s essay as your guide, and keep a few points in mind: 
 

• Orwell writes not only about his motivations as a writer, but about the motivations of writers in 
general. Try to do the same – explain the motivations of other people with your vocation as well 
as your own.  

• I’m not just asking what you believe, but what you do.  
• Didion’s essay is modeled after Orwell’s. Consider how you can use both of these essays as 

models for your own. 
 

Write and revise your essay. Your essay should represent a style that matches you and your topic. Also be 
sure to provide background, introduce motives, list and explain motives (using Orwell’s essay as a 
model), and embed reflection throughout the essay. 
 
 
SENIORS: Write your College Essay  
From the Common App: “Please write an essay (250 words minimum) on a topic of your choice or on one 
of the options listed below, and attach it to your application before submission.  Please indicate your topic 
by checking the appropriate box. This personal essay helps us become acquainted with you as a person 
and student, apart from courses, grades, test scores, and other objective data. It will also demonstrate your 
ability to organize your thoughts and express yourself.”  
 

1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe 
their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your 
story. 

2. The lessons we take from failure can be fundamental to later success. Recount an incident or time 
when you experienced failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience? 

3. Reflect on a time when you challenged a belief or idea. What prompted you to act? Would you 
make the same decision again? 

4. Describe a problem you’ve solved or a problem you’d like to solve. It can be an intellectual 
challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma-anything that is of personal importance, no matter 
the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps you took or could be taken to identify a 
solution. 

5. Discuss an accomplishment or event, formal or informal that marked your transition from 
childhood to adulthood within your culture, community, or family. 

6. If you are applying to a school that does not accept the Common App prompts or has its own 
special prompt, please feel free to write and submit that essay for review. 



Assignment 2:  On Writing:  A Memoir of the Craft  by Stephen King  
DUE AUGUST 29 
 

As King states in the introduction to this book, “What follows is an attempt to 
put down, briefly and simply, how I came to the craft, what I know about it 
now, and how it’s done.”  In this book, you will learn that writers do indeed 
make deliberate choices about diction, syntax, details, and other elements as 
they compose their work.  (This analysis is a major component of the work we 
will do in this course.)  This book is divided into four sections:  C.V., Toolbox, 
On Writing, and On Living:  A Postscript.  Your assignments will, likewise, be 
divided into four sections.  For each task listed, please include the page 

numbers for the passages discussed. 
  
Task #1:  C.V. 
This is a non-fiction text, but it often reads like a novel.  To tell his story, King uses literary 
elements and techniques (i.e. imagery, dialogue, figurative language) which we often associate 
with fictional pieces.  Identify three passages in which King uses such elements/techniques 
effectively.  Explain the elements/techniques he uses and why they are effective. 
  
Task #2:  Toolbox 
Create a writer’s toolbox for yourself.  Identify 7 rules of writing that King discusses (include 
page numbers) which you think are important or interesting.  As you select them, think about 
your own strengths and weaknesses as a writer.  Please number your selections 1-7.  Then add an 
additional 7 rules of writing which you have either practiced or been taught throughout your 
school career.  Example:  “Don’t end a sentence with a preposition.”  In class, we will discuss 
the merit of these various “rules.” 
  
Task #3  On Writing 
How does King feel about writing?  How do you know?  Choose three key passages from this 
section in which King defines writing, either directly or figuratively.  (Remember to include 
page numbers.)  In your own words, restate King’s point about writing in the passage and why 
you think this point is interesting or important. 
  
Task #4:  On Living:  A Postscript 
This task does not pertain to just this section of the book.  Rather, explain your opinion of King 
as both a writer and a person.  Would you consider reading one of his books now, for 
example?  (If you have read his books prior to this assignment, has your opinion of the author 
changed?  If so, how?)  What do you think King’s purpose was in writing this book?    
Support your answers to both prompts with evidence from the text. 
 
 
 
This assignment originally appeared in an AP Lang online professional community. It has been modified to suit our needs. 

 



 
Assignment 3: The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave 
DUE AUGUST 29 

 
Published in 1845, this memoir is the most well-known and highly regarded 
of the slave narratives. It established Douglass as a prominent African 
American orator, social reformer, and writer.  
 
While reading this short narrative, keep a response log to record your 
observations of Douglass’s rhetoric, a term that describes the stylistic choices 
authors make in order to achieve a specific purpose. In your previous English 
classes, you may have been asked to record your reactions to reading—
questions, predictions, reflections, etc. While this is an effective way to 

interact with the text, in AP English Language, we will focus primarily on the purposeful 
language choices. As you read, ask yourself questions about why Douglass writes the way he 
does and what is the intended effect of those language choices. In other words, rather than 
respond to the actual content of the story of Douglass’s life, I ask you to focus on the choices he 
makes in order to convey the story of his life.  
 
Directions/requirements/format 

1. Your log will include a total of 11 entries, one for each chapter. 
2. For each entry, you should select a quotation/passage/excerpt from the text and provide a 

parenthetical citation. If your reference spans several sentences, type only the first few 
words of the first line, followed by an ellipsis, followed by the last few words of the last 
line.  

3. Each response should attempt to analyze the language techniques present in the selection. 
I do not expect you to be an expert on analyzing the rhetorical strategies yet, so this will 
be a formative look at what you know and can do. Your responses should be at least five 
lines of typed text--approximately 4-6 sentences.  

4. Sample stems include:  
• The imagery reveals… 
• Douglass’s (insert descriptive word) diction creates…  
• The author seems to feel… 
• Douglass’s tone in this passage conveys… 
• This metaphor suggests… 
• The detail seems important because… 
• Douglass includes/does/writes _________ in order to ______... 

 
 
 


