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New Hope – Solebury Middle School PTG Meeting Minutes (DRAFT) 

September 13, 2018 – 10am 

 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Kathy Feehan (President), Caroline Elias (VP), Megan Lottier (Treasurer), Beth 
Houlton (Co-Secretary), Amy Hoffman (Co-Secretary), Brian Loving (Principal), Lori Darrow, 
Sandy Weisbrot, Jen Lynch Stark, Donna Picone, Karen Neff, Craig Smith (MS Library) 

 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS – Kathy Feehan 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – Brian Loving 

- MS staff members had 3 days of training with Project-Based Learning just before school 
started. 

- Back-to-School Night tonight for 7th and 8th grades.  Kathy will speak for PTG at 
beginning and MS lobby table will have PTG informational flyers for parents. 

- 6th grade BBQ went well.  Kids as well as parents went through kids’ schedules.  Mr. 
Loving expressed that this event needs to be advertised as 6th grade back-to-school 
night instead of just social BBQ to make sure people know that. 

- Band teachers - 8th grade band instruction changing a little this year.  Mr. Bachart will be 
leading 8th grade Band on A/B days in schedule instead of Mr. Sasala, due to enrollment 
and scheduling issues, not teacher preferences and quality.  All middle schoolers in band 
will still perform with entire middle school band in performances.  Eighth grade lessons 
and academic period band sessions will still be with Mr. Sasala. 

- Academic Period - Different days will have different preset activities this year during 8th 
period (eg. Thursday – math club, Wednesdays – band). 

- 8th grade teacher advisor - Ms. Bollinger will be the 8th grade teacher advisor after 
Angela Nino leaves, but Mr. Loving asked if PTG could lead 8th grade promotion party 
this year (since Ms. Nino used to lead it).  Eighth grade service day will still be done by 
school. Eighth grade breakfast at end of year also may need more parent help. 

- PTG teacher reps – 6th grade Lane Sincavage; 7th grade Lori Balmer; 8th grade Angela 
Nino until she leaves, then Ms. Bollinger. 

- Safety drills - First MS safety drill will take place on Sept 24th – called “Lockdown Plus.”  
Students and staff will be clearly told it is just a drill.  MS staff and students will calmly 
walk through new ALICE program (option-based program) so they know what to expect.  
In a couple of months, they will do another full evacuation drill to St. Martin’s Church to 
practice that level of drill as well. 
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- Item Drop-off for Students - Table has been placed out in front of school entrance that 
should be used to drop off items for students during the day; safer for students in the 
end to not have so many people coming in and out of the building, but also more 
convenient than coming all the way into office. 

- PTG fall fundraiser – Student council decided that reward for kids who sell certain 
threshold amount of items in fundraiser will be SkyZone this year; parent waivers will be 
required for attendance as with all off-campus outings 
 

PTG ANNUAL FALL FUNDRAISER – Kathy Feehan 

Student sales/prizes: if a student sells at least 12 items – SkyZone field trip; 25 or more items – 
student can ask a friend to go with them to Skyzone; 5 or more items – bingo party in cafeteria 

Fundraiser kicks off on Sept 25 with rep Anthony doing presentation to students in 8th period 

Collection dates: students send email solicitations by Sept 26 for small duck prize, Oct 2 – 1st 
collection, Oct 5 – 2nd collection, Oct 9 – final collection day.  Need help for about an hour on 
each of these dates to collect orders, organize prizes for students, get prizes to teachers to give 
out – Kathy will do Sign Up Genius for volunteers 

Paper forms and online order submissions (heavily prefer online because ships straight to 
home), otherwise product comes to school and student must get it home on their own 

 

DONATION LETTER – Kathy Feehan 

Link on school website to donate as well as on form distributed at BTSN and in office 

Also remember online link to volunteer sign up for different activities (on BTSN PTG form as 
well) 

 

SPIRIT WEAR SALE – Kathy Feehan 

Kathy expressed and others agreed that Spirit Wear items are needed that are generic “New 
Hope-Solebury” instead of associated with a particular school or team.  Kathy is talking to 
Kampus Klothes about products that would be good to sell.  Hope to kick off sale next week. 

 

BUDGET – Megan Lottier 

Discussed presented budget numbers (below). 

  



3 
 

 

TEACHER PRESENTATION – Craig Smith, Library 

Recent Penn Literacy for staff professional development stressed reading with real book, not 
electronically, so they are encouraging that type of reading with students, through book talks, 
independent reading.  Ongoing efforts through year.  Mr. Smith will see students about every 2 
weeks.  

Smooth distribution of Chromebooks to students at beginning of school.  Parents readily buying 
the insurance being offered; deadline for purchasing insurance is tomorrow, Sept 14. 
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Think, Make, Improve STEM class being offered to 6th graders.  Currently they are learning 
Scratch programming and will grow from there to build robots; then they will tie it to what they 
are learning in the classroom to use the coding skills.   

Five VEX teams (7th and 8th graders) are given long-term problem where they eventually use 
robots they’ve created to compete against other schools.  Problem this year is challenging!  
About 25 MS students are committed at this point. 

Yearbook Club is off to a good start, all 7th and 8th graders welcome.  Theme this year will likely 
be “scrapbook.” 

Reading Olympics will start in October and will meet once a week, open to all grades.  This is 
the last year it will be more rigorous, because Reading Olympics organization is cutting reading 
list from 45 to 25 books. 

Library lunch open Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, and students can sign up online to 
come.  Fewer kids are coming to library lunch now that the gym option is available during lunch 
for all students, but there is still a steady stream of kids. 

Picture day coming up Wednesday, Sept 24th.  Online sign up ideal.  Pictures taken during social 
studies class that day. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:05am. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Beth Houlton, Co-Secretary 


