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Superintendent’s Message
NHSSD Community,
With just about a marking period to go, the end
of the school year will soon be upon us. We
will wish our seniors a fond farewell on
Thursday, June 8. Graduation will be held on
campus at 6 PM and will be held outdoors
(weather permitting). Students in grades K-11
will end their school year on Friday, June 9. This
school year has gone by quickly but there is
much left to accomplish in the remaining weeks.
We are looking forward to a strong academic
finish to the year and expect that all students
maintain the highest standards of personal
success.
Many of you have undoubtedly heard about the
proposed legislation to “eliminate” property tax
in Pennsylvania and fundamentally change the
way school districts are funded. The word
“eliminate” is in quotes because it is not a true
elimination of property tax at all. The proposed
legislation will still allow districts to raise taxes
to pay off debt, and there will still be county and
municipal taxes. The legislation also calls for a
higher personal income tax levied by the state
and increased sale tax. Click here for a “Just the
Facts” document that contains information
about the real story of property tax
“elimination.” Continue to watch our website
and the superintendent’s blog for more
information as this develops.



Lisa

Morrash.

6th

Grade

Special

Education Teacher, will be missed for
her vibrant personality and dedication to
our students as they moved from the
elementary level to middle school. She
will long be remembered for being a
strong advocate for all students.



Nancy Rachlin, LES Reading Specialist, has
left her mark on our early literacy
program and will be remembered for her
passion for early literacy.
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Lisa Naldzin, HS/MS Library Assistant, has
spent many years supporting our
students. Lisa’s dedication to students is
her legacy, and she will be missed as a
warm and welcoming presence in our
libraries.



Lower Elementary
School

Anna

Marie

Riggi,

Administrative

Assistant to the Superintendent, has
provided many years of support to
several superintendents and to our
district as a whole. A jack of all trades,
Anna Marie has been a consistent source
of information, assistance, and support
for our entire staff.

Operations Department 8

Dr. Steven M. Yanni,
Superintendent
New Hope-Solebury
School District
180 W. Bridge Street
New Hope, PA 18938
Phone: 215-862-2552
Fax: 267-744-6012
Email: syanni@nhsd.org

We wish all of these retirees the best as they
begin their new journey—retirement.

New Hope-Solebury
Board of School Directors

also served as a coach and mentor to many
students and staff. Mike’s legacy is the
positive impact he has had on our district,
staff, students, and community.

Serving our students, staff, and community is a
true honor. Please reach out to me if I can be
of assistance. Don’t forget to follow me on
Twitter (@NHSSD_Super) and follow the
district on Facebook. In addition to listservs
and building communications, these are two
great options for getting up-to-date
information on district happenings.

Dave Hansel, Director of Operations, has

Sincerely,

Mr. Neale Dougherty,
President
Mrs. Adrienne Deussing,
Vice President
Mr. Mark Cowell,
Mr. John J. Capriotti
Mrs. Jennifer Gormley
Mrs. Tracy Keyes
Mr. Douglas J. McDonough
Mrs. Maria Povacz
Mrs. Sandra Weisbrot

provided many years of leadership and has
helped make our campus the beautiful place

Steven M. Yanni, Ed.D.
Superintendent

At the close of the school year we will say
farewell to several valued and well-respected
employees:



Inside this issue:
it is today.
Dave’s experience and
knowledge will be sorely missed.



New Hope-Solebury
School District

Mike Finley, HS Special Education Teacher,

Email:
schoolboard@nhsd.org

New Hope-Solebury School District
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New Hope-Solebury Lower Elementary School
3020 N. Sugan Road, Solebury, PA 18963 - (215) 297-5438

Lower Elementary School—Mr. Kenneth M. Silver, Principal
“A

Special Place To Learn and Grow”

As we approach the end of our third marking period, we
begin to think about all the fun, exciting, and exhilarating
learning experiences planned for the conclusion of the 2016
-2017 school year.

 Our three musicals are always very enjoyable and our
entire community is invited to see our students’ performances. Dates and times are on the Lower Elementary
School webpage.

 LES young scientists will
be treated to a day of exploration and study when a
team of parents/scientists
visit our school on April 28
for our LES Science Day.

 The School Beautification Team, headed by first
grade teacher, Mark Kopp, has begun landscaping the
front of the building and will involve our K-2 students in
our annual Earth Day Celebration for April 21.

 LES kindergarten registration will be held at the
LES on April 26 and 27 at 9:30 a.m. All children in
our community who will be five (5) years of age by September 1, 2017 are eligible for entrance in our kindergarten program. Click here for all registration forms
and requirements.
 This year the Lower
Elementary School and Upper Elementary School will
join together for a spectacular and fun-filled day of activities for the schools’ NHS
Ninja Warrior Field Day
on May 25. It will be great
having all of the elementary students together.

 In support of the Free Library of

Mr. Silver and Mr. Kopp team up for
School Beautification.

 Please join us for our Annual LES Art Show on
Wednesday, May 3 between 5:30 and 7:30 p.m.

New Hope and Solebury, the Lower Elementary School participated in
their Read-A-Thon, which concluded on February 3. Over 178 of our
LES students participated, reading
over 70,000 minutes!
Quite an
achievement! We continue to emphasize reading with your child each and
every day.
As always we welcome you to our school events, as we are
The LES, “A Special Place To Learn and Grow.”
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New Hope-Solebury Upper Elementary School
186 West Bridge Street, New Hope, PA 18938 - (215) 862-8026

Upper Elementary School—Dr. Michael R. McKenna, Principal
As the fourth and final marking period begins, many exciting
things are happening at the Upper Elementary School. Recently, UES students have competed in local competitions
outside of school and are also working hard in school on a
variety of initiatives and activities. Our mission is to focus
on providing “High-Quality Instruction in Every Classroom Every Day for Every Child” while also establishing a
culture of collaboration, innovation, and inspiration for our
students.
 On Wednesday, March 22, two teams of UES students
competed in the local STEM Design Challenge held
at the Bucks County
Intermediate Unit.
Out of 58 total
teams, both UES
teams placed in the
event with the Aquamarines winning the
“Most
Creative”
award
an d
the
Whirlpool’s winning 2nd overall. Congratulations to
their coach, Mrs. Marrone, and all of the students!
 On Thursday, March 30, three teams of UES 5th graders competed in the Reading Olympics at Warwick
Elementary School. All teams did an amazing job at the
competition with all three teams winning blue or red
ribbons!
 UES staff continue their efforts in supporting the development of 21st century skills, including the 4 C’s—
Collaboration, Creativity, Communication, and Critical
Thinking. These skills are cultivated everyday in our
classrooms, but done more intentionally in our LIT specialist and UES Makerspace. With the ongoing support
of the UES Home and School Association and the
NHS Ed Fund, the UES has added 3D printers,
LEGO robotics, and LittleBits to our developing

Makerspace. All students have been visiting the Makerspace during LIT specialist to begin exploring these
activities. The Makerspace will continue to expand and
become part of the UES culture. Click to view the UES
Makerspace video.
The end of the school year always brings special events to
celebrate our students’ accomplishments.
 The UES held its annual Art
Show on Wednesday, March
29. All UES students had a
framed piece of artwork on
display.
 Currently, we have 88 students from all three grade
levels practicing for the UES Musical—Annie. Please
join us for performances on Friday, May 5, and Saturday,
May 6.
 Spring concert season is coming where students
perform for their classmates and families. Currently,
we have 88 students in the beginner/advanced orchestra and 108 students in the beginner/advanced band.
Many of these students also participate in our chorus
program, the Naturals, as we have 95 students in
this group of 4th and 5th graders. The UES Band will
join the Middle School Band performing in the Buck
Theater on Tuesday, May 30. Finally, the Naturals will
be performing with the UES Orchestra on Thursday,
June 1 at the UES.
 This year, LES students will join the UES in a combined
Field Day on Thursday, May 25. Additionally, our 5th
graders will participate in their Promotion Ceremony on Tuesday, June 5, beginning at 11 a.m.
We are looking forward to an incredible end of the school
year with many special events for our UES students and families. Thank you again to our amazing Home and School
Association and the NHS Ed Fund for supporting our
school throughout the 2016-2017 school year!

New Hope-Solebury School District
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New Hope-Solebury Middle School
184 West Bridge Street
New Hope, PA 18938
(215) 862-0608

Middle School—Dr. Christina M. Cortellessa, Principal
Pride in our students!! Throughout the winter middle school students have been very
busy with their academics as well as pursuing
extracurricular interests.



An amazing display of talent
among our 6th graders, the
HIPster (Historically Influential Person) Fair is a project based assignment in our
Humanities curriculum.
Students choose someone whose
work was highly influential and
express their research in writing, developing oral presentations, and using their creative
skills to create visual presentaHIPster Muhammad Ali
tions.



We are proud to recognize 7th grader Jessica Kinker
for representing New Hope-Solebury Middle School at
the 2016-2017 Buck County IU Student Art Gallery on March 21.





“Kudos to Mr. Smith, our middle school library/media
specialist who, under his watch, has spearheaded our
library Makerspace.
Through his new initiated
“Tinker Academy” students are inspired to think critically, problem solve, and let the creative juices flow!

Each year the Bucks County Music Education Association (BCMEA) hosts an “All County” Festival
of aspiring musicians in Bucks County. This year several
of our middle school students were selected to perform. Congratulations to band members Charlie Cabelus, Kevin O’Brien, Daniel Scanlon, Jake Masino, and
Marina Skuban, and to orchestra students Alan Wu,
Lydia Eastburn, Emma Repasay, and Will Warden who
represented New Hope-Solebury Middle School at the
festival.



petitions held in March. Congratulations to both
teams!! Although the OM season has officially concluded, our wonderful OM coaches are offering opportunities for ANY INTERESTED student to explore the
world of Odyssey! Come in and check it out, Thursdays in May: 5/4, 5/11, 5/18 and 5/25 during academic
period!!

Our Odyssey of the Mind (OM) teams participated in
OM this past fall and winter, performing at district com-

Mr. Smith and students
Makerspace “Tinker Academy”



The Girls on the Run program inspires “girls to be
joyful, healthy and confident using a fun, experience-based curriculum which creatively integrates
running.” Twenty girls meet two times per week after
school….great girls, great coaches, great program!!!

We are proud of our students and staff and would also like
to thank our parents and larger community for their involvement and support of our middle school. We look forward to a great spring and continued collaboration as
we reach further and higher to inspire and support our
students.
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High School—Mr. Stephen J. Seier, Principal
As spring arrives in the New Hope-Solebury community,
the High School is continuing its focus on improving educational practices and celebrating the exciting accomplishments by our student body.



In January, student government
sponsored the
4th Annual
Mini-Thon.
Over two hundred students
volunteered for
the all night
event, raising
Mini-Thon Musical Chairs
over $16,000 for
pediatric cancer research.



Every year the students look forward to Spirit Week
and this year’s Pixar-themed activities did not disappoint. Enthusiasm was
running high as students
generously donated to coin
and canned food drives,
cheered on both playoff
bound basketball teams,
and competed for points
Hall Decorating Contest
throughout the week. In
the end, the Blue Team of
freshman and seniors secured the victory over the Gold
Team.



This past month, the community was treated to Mask
and Zany’s delightful production of Once Upon a
Mattress, which showcased the many theatrical and
musical talents of its participants.

 The high school has been piloting a new learning
management system called Canvas. The school
board recently approved the adoption of the new program and the high school staff has enthusiastically embraced this initiative. Teachers are currently engaged in
professional development learning the new system and
developing content for their courses. On the student
side of technology, the next phase of the one-to-one
initiative is underway with several students field testing
various laptop models being considered for deployment
in August.

 The APEX Project for graduating seniors is in its second year and will begin May 15. During the experiential
phase of the APEX project students are expected to
spend a three week (60 hour) period shadowing,
interning and/or researching under the tutelage of
an experienced facilitator. This facilitator will help
the students design a proposal that will allow them to
answer their self-created essential question. The students will also complete a reflection journal of their
project which will provide important contemplation and
information for their project presentation. At the completion of the experience seniors will return to the high
school and present a synopsis of their learning to underclassmen at a Presentation Fair on June 6th, 2017.
Graduation commencement has been set for June 8,
2017 at 6:00 pm. The Class of 2017, currently composed
of 148 students, will have the distinction of being the largest
graduating class in New Hope-Solebury High School
history. We are hoping that the weather cooperates and we
can celebrate commencement exercises in the stadium. If
the weather does not permit, graduation will be the last
function held in the high school gymnasium before renovations begin the following week.
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New Hope-Solebury School District

Office of Education—Mr. Charles M. Malone, Director of Elementary and
Secondary Education
As we begin the last marking period of the 2016-2017 school year, we look to the work we have done so far and the work
we will wrap up by June 14th! Our focus for Professional Development is centered on k-12 instructional practices. Whether refining our approach in newer curricular materials, like Literacy By Design (LBD) and Everyday Math
Version 4 (EDM), or redefining our Social Studies and Instructional Technology curricula, the work is a continuous
effort to make NHSSD schools the best they can be!
The newly revamped Curriculum Review Cycle is in full force this year, with much
accomplished in the way of mapping and revising our Social Studies and Instructional Technology curricula. The committee charged with this valuable work is comprised of teachers from across the district representing all grade levels in each of our
four school buildings. We will be ready to offer a revamped Social Studies Curriculum and Instructional Technology standards for implementation and refinement
for the 2017-2018 school year. The majority of the work identified gaps and overlaps
in curriculum coverage to ensure efficient and effective teaching and learning in the Social
Studies content areas and to pair the ISTE (International Society for Technology Mr. Achenbach, HS Social Studies
Teacher, maps curriculum utilizing
in Education) standards for our Instructional Technology department scope and
Curriculum Connector
sequence. Get ready to see a rejuvenated focus on local, state, national and international
lens for Social Studies k-12 via our “Toolkit” approach. The Social Studies Toolkit focuses on the skills and concepts
of Social Studies with the emphasis on: Politics, Economics, Faith Based Systems/Religion, Culture, and Geography.
In the area of Professional Development, we enjoyed two entire
days on February 16 and 17 devoted to a mix of district-wide and
building-level initiatives. On February 16, we hosted our first ever
Best Practices Showcase! This convention-style day was an effort
to offer a differentiated professional development approach where
NHSSD teachers had the ability to sign up for two workshops of their choosing. These
workshops were a mix of offerings facilitated from both internal NHSSD staff and other
presenters from across the county. Topics ranged from Classroom Management techniques to School Law updates and much more in between. Our Keynote Event on
the February 17 was capped with an all day PLN (Penn Literacy Network) session with
the incomparable Joe Ginotti. As is the case with all of his training sessions, Joe is a true
practitioner with many great anecdotes and practical examples of literacy instruction for
ease of implementation. The two days were well received and learning from these sesLeadership Team conducting
sions are evident in the classrooms. We will continue this Best Practice Showcase for
Instructional Rounds
years to come. In upcoming June professional development days, we will wrap up our
curriculum writing work, analyze our efforts this school year. as well as set the table for the 2017-18 school year.
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Special Education—Mrs. Alyssa R. Marton, Director of Special Education
We are springing forward in special education! We have been working hard this year reviewing and working on our Gifted
programs. At the Middle School we have developed additional enrichment offerings for 6th grade for the 20172018 school year. These will be offered to students based on their identified needs. We have also been refining our gifted
screening process that will be implemented this fall for all 2nd graders at the Lower Elementary School.
As a school district we are celebrating Autism Awareness Month. Light It Up Blue,
annually observed on April 2, is dedicated to raising awareness of autism. The initiative
was originally associated with Autism Speaks. It was started in order to raise international awareness of autism in support of both World Autism Awareness Day and Autism
Awareness Month in the United States.
Our intensive learning support classes, at each of our schools, made Autism Awareness ribbons for
everyone to wear. During the month all staff will be educating all of our students on autism by going to
websites such as Autism Speaks and the Autism Society of America . Together, this year and every
year following it, in New Hope, we will help make our community a more accepting and inclusive
place for ALL of our students.

Athletics Office—Mr. Ernest Rehr, Assistant Principal and Director of Athletics
The New Hope-Solebury Athletic Department had an exciting winter season. Our teams
continued to have a tremendous amount of success. All team sports, to this point, have
qualified for the district one or comparable regional playoffs. Our wrestling team sent
two athletes to the regional competition and each performed very well. Boys basketball had
a great season after getting off to a slow start. They were one win away from qualifying for
the PIAA State Playoff. This team will return all but one starter and look to build on their
positive season.

Boys Basketball BAL Clinic

The girls basketball season was historic. The girls were undefeated in league play and
won 27 games before experiencing their first lost. They won a PIAA State Playoff game
before being knocked off by the eventual state champion. All our winter athletes did a tremendous job and should be congratulated.

Girls Basketball Team After
BAL Championship Win

The story of the early spring season has been the wet weather. Players and coaches cannot
wait to get into a rhythm of practicing outdoors and playing games. For a full schedule
please visit http://digitalsports.com/ and as always follow us on twitter @LionsNhs for more
updates.

Construction News
Operations Department—Mr. David Hansel, Director of Operations
On August 15, 2016, the order to proceed was issued to the
four prime contractors who were awarded contracts for our
project. Each month the district posted updates on our
home web page and reported on the construction at
Facilities Committee and School Board meetings so that the
public could follow our progress.
The mild winter
temperatures were favorable to continue site work and
getting the new buildings out of the ground and under roof
so that the infrastructure, utilities, remodeling and interior
finishes could be installed.
This area includes the Middle School gym
which features expanded locker rooms with
teacher offices inside each one, a new
Auxiliary Gym with an “All Sports” type
flooring and relocated wrestling mat storage
system. The steps to the Auxiliary gym have
been removed to make the entire area ADA
compliant and we added two water fountains
in the lobby.
The gym itself received
extensive renovations such as new HVAC
units, dimmable LED light fixtures, improved sound system, a
new wireless scoreboard, expanded equipment storage area,
portable bleachers instead of fixed ones, the existing maple
wood floor was sanded, new game lines painted and the
entire floor was sealed and finished. Then the walls and
ceiling structures were painted with a new color scheme.
This was quite an upgrade for a building that was built in
1958.
The completion of Phase 1 will provide for six remodeled
class rooms, one small group instruction room and a new art
room suite complete with a separately ventilated clay studio.

It also features a new corridor that will link the two-story
high school building to the new Phase 1 building. A new
second story science lab will be opened for the September
2017 school year as well as the High School office and Fitness
Center.
The Middle School office building is currently on schedule to
open on June 9, 2017. The current main entrance will be
relocated to the new adjacent building and the principal and
staff will be relocated into the office spaces. The major
upgrade is the installation of a secure vestibule along with
upgraded security systems. The vacated office
space will be converted to a music class room.
The walkway that connects the High and Middle
schools is being totally enclosed for safety
reasons and that walkway is slated to open
August 18, 2017.
The summer of 2017 will be full of construction
activity and renovations. This phase includes
renovations to the High School gym, music
suites, both cafeterias and kitchen, library,
guidance offices, and renovations to the present high school
office which will house the guidance suite and additional
offices once the area is completed. When school resumes in
September 2017, the students will come back to newly
renovated cafeterias but the High School gym will continue to
be off line until December 22, 2018. Plans have been made to
work indoor sports around this schedule and the high and
middle school PE teachers will share the middle school as
they shared the high school gym this year.
The entire project continues to be on track for a final
completion date of August 20, 2018.

MISSION STATEMENT
The New Hope-Solebury School District takes pride in its commitment to
excellence. We strive to inspire and empower our students to become
passionate, confident, life-long learners, with the skills and strength of

character to contribute to a diverse and ever-changing world.

